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connecting the upper Rhone Valley with the Po Basin. Numerous
other passes exist, but these two are the most extensively used at
present. The Alps thus retard but do not prohibit communication
between Switzerland and Italy. Were it not for the action of the rivers
and the glaciers, cross communication by road or railroad would be
very difficult.

Many of the Alpine valleys are quite isolated, and in these the popu-
lation tends to preserve old customs and ideas. Thus the Romanisch
dialect of the Canton of Graubiinden (Grisons) is not found elsewhere

In the summer Swiss cattle find excellent forage in the high mountain pastures.
(Courtesy of the Swiss Federal Railroads.)

throughout the world. The peoples of the narrow valleys frequently
have distinctive costumes which are worn especially on festive occa-
sions, yet these mountain people are all bound together by common
interests arising out of a response to a common, environment. Their
interests frequently conflict with those of the city dwellers, and this
leads to a rivalry which is an interesting feature of modern Swiss life.
Dairying is the principal source of livelihood of the majority of
the mountain people. Material is rapidly eroded from the higher slopes
and distributed over the rock shelves below the snow line. The sum-
mer rains moisten these -fertile soils, and give rise to a luxuriant
growth of grass and Alpine flowers which are most nutritious and